[The role of mast cells in innate immunity in antibacterial defense].
Nowadays it is well documented that bacteria and/or their products directly or indirectly activate mast cells to secrete mediators and cytokines. These mediators and cytokines induce various effects leading to the development of local inflammation. Moreover, mast cells have the capacity to bind and phagocytose bacteria. What is more, these cells have the capacity to kill bacteria. Thus, mast cells play a pivotal role in host defense, especially in natural immunity, during bacterial infection.